NVS Express Analysis Module Worksheet – Answer Key

The analysis module of NVS Express offers a wide range of possible analyses. The best way to come to grips with the range of choices, and to figure out which ones will be most useful for you, is to set yourself a specific question to answer. 

Here are a few questions to get you started. Once you’ve answered each question, make a note of what the most useful analysis option was called and where you found it. 

For single surveys

All analyses that can be run on single surveys (or more precisely, a set of surveys that represent a single point in time, or snapshot) are listed within the “Data Summaries” node.  There is a description of all the analyses on p. 24 and a glossary of terms on p. 84

How many exotic species are in my dataset? In which plots are they most common?

Species Summaries, General:Species - Biostatus: shows overall freq of exotics and which species are exotics

Recce Sumaries, Detail: Species cover by Plot: Shows which plots each species is found on. If your survey has a lot of exotic species, make a species group for them (p. 19) and re-run this analysis.

What are the three main canopy dominants in my study?

There are multiple approaches to this question, you as the analyst need to decide which measure is most appropriate. If your survey is large speed may matter – summaries with the least nesting and fewest variables will run the fastest. 

Some options:

Species Summaries, General: Species-diameter 

Recce Summaries, Detail: Species Freq & Cover by Tier or Species Layers. Caution – a stacked bar graph for species cover by tier can be quite confusing. Take care when interpreting it or choose a different analysis. 
Diameter Summaries, Detail:  Diameter Statistics or Diameter Summary. 

Are they regenerating?

Again there are several options including:

Recce Sumaries, Detail: Species Freq & Cover by Tier

Seedling/Sapling Summaries, Detail: Seedling Density or Sapling Frequency & Density

Diameter Sumaries, Detail: Diameter Summary. (expand the ‘diameter’ node for your species of interest to see statistics for each 10 cm size class and use the ‘stem freq’ column to construct a size class distribution.)

Are the dominant species different at different elevations or aspects?

Species by site factor check distribution of plots by each site factor (Site Factor) before drawing conclusions – as plots are often non-uniformly distributed across gradients 

For re-measured data
The analyses that require a pair of measurements (‘previous’ and ‘current’) are listed in the ‘temporal trends’ node. These analyses are described on p 57. 

What is the recruitment and mortality rate?

Diameter Trends: stem changes – all plots (for fastest performance uncheck the ‘Analyse by plot where optional’ tick box) 

How many stems have extreme rates of growth?

Diameter Trends:  Stem Count Changes
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